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As we write these lines, the situation with the U.S./
Iran ceasefire is uncertain, and it could crumble at any 
moment. However, no matter what happens, here are 
key considerations for anti-imperialists. 

The ceasefire is a clear attempt by the U.S. to deceive 
Iran. It is a set of vague promises for future negoti-
ations, whose real purpose is to enable the U.S. and 
Israel to regroup and rearm right when they were 
starting to feel real pressure. This ceasefire also risks 
throwing Hezbollah under the bus and leaving them to 
fight the Zionist state alone, which would be an abso-
lute betrayal. Those who want the defeat of the U.S. 
and Israel must be clear: we cannot support a ceasefire 
without real, major concessions from the U.S.

Trump declared that Iran’s 10-point peace plan could 
be the basis for negotiations. The achievement of those 
10 points—which include the lifting of all sanctions, 
the payment of reparations, Iran’s control of the Strait 
of Hormuz and the withdrawal of all U.S. forces from 
the Middle East—would indeed be a massive victory for 
Iran. But whoever believes Trump’s word is a fool. This 
“deal” simply makes vague promises for future negoti-
ations, which require that Iran must stop fighting and 
reopen the Strait. This is a trap! Our demand must be: 
No ceasefire until those 10 points are implemented! 
No ceasefire as long as Israel pounds Lebanon! 

As soon as the ceasefire was announced, many 
anti-imperialists, Palestinian supporters and socialists 
proclaimed victory. This is grotesque. As things are in 
flux and tensions are developing within the resistance 
over this ceasefire, it is all the more important that 
socialists stand firm and fight back against those trends 
who want to conciliate the U.S. All those who are hailing 
a great “victory” are only helping the wing of the Iranian 
resistance that wants to stop the fighting and gobble up 
Trump’s lies—which is exactly what Israel and the U.S. 
want. For anti-imperialists in the West, where the task 
is to organize the fight against this imperialist war, talk 
of “victory” only leads to passivity.

Three weeks ago, we warned about the risk of what 
is now posed. We wrote: 

If…it [Iran] once again accepts a settlement when con-
venient for the U.S., we will likely see only a pause 
until the next round of attacks. Moreover, in such a sce-
nario, the damage Iran will have inflicted will surely 
pale in comparison to the devastating long-term impact 
of the bombing campaign on Iranian society. As such, 
a lot hinges on the IRGC’s ability and determination to 
pursue and escalate the conflict. 

—�“Don’t Underestimate U.S. Imperialism,”  
Spartacist supplement, 16 March 

The willingness to stop the war for vague promises shows 
a flinch in the face of the U.S., which must be resisted. n
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The following was issued 

as a Spartacist supplement 

on 16 March. 
From the mainstream media 

to YouTubers and the revolu-

tionary left, there is growing 

unanimity that the U.S.-Israeli 

offensive against Iran will end 

in defeat. As communists, we 

strive for such an outcome 

and firmly stand in defense 

of Iran against the ongoing 

imperialist attack. However, it 

is precisely because we have a 

militant stance in this conflict 

that we must warn against the 

danger of complacency.

All the way back to Octo-

ber 2023, we have been told 

by countless analysts that 

Israel has no off-ramp, that 

it will run out of ammuni-

tion, that it will collapse from 

within. But none of this has 

happened. Israel and the U.S. 

have dictated the tempo of 

events. They have launched 

increasingly aggressive offen-

sives and paused them when convenient. The Axis of Resist-

ance has fought back, but it has constantly been on the back 

foot, leading to multiple setbacks and a weakening position.

While the latest round of clashes is taking place at a higher 

level of intensity, nothing so far shows a fundamental change in 

the strategic orientation of the respective parties. Why should 

we have any confidence that this time the Islamic Revolution-

ary Guard Corps (IRGC) will fight on until it inflicts a major 

strategic defeat on the U.S. and Israel?

We cannot once again rely on the Axis of Resistance or on 

the promise of future political discontent in the West. The left 

and anti-imperialist forces must put their own strategy for-

ward, one that opposes the current onslaught but also provides 

a real path to throwing the U.S. out of West Asia.

A new paradigm

The first thing to understand is that the world we live in today 

is not that of the early 2000s. In 2003 Bush and Blair went to 

great lengths to diplomatically justify their attack against Iraq. 

Today, Trump and Netanyahu couldn’t care less. It is not so 

much the personalities of the leaders that have changed. Rather, 

it is the political era that is now fundamentally different.

After decades of relative stability, the world is now enter-

ing a dangerous downward spiral in which the U.S. is acting 

with ever-growing aggression and irrationality to maintain 

its hegemony. On a regional scale, this is the course Israel 

has followed since October 7, 

launching increasingly rash 

attacks on countries through-

out the region.
To get a sense of what this 

new era will look like, we must 

look further back than the 

wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 

and even the bloody conflicts 

of the Cold War, to World War 

II, when the entire world was 

plunged into an infernal cycle 

of mass slaughter and destruc-

tion. This is what happens 

when imperialist powers are 

pushed into a corner. This is 

the prospect the future holds.

But this does not mean that 

we are on a straight line to 

World War III or that the U.S. 

will be ready to wage total war 

against Iran. There will be 

resistance and setbacks on this 

road. Rather, it means we are 

in a world where the general 

trend is toward a rising level of 

violence and economic chaos.

But despite all the speeches 

about the end of the rules-

based order, many commenta-

tors still look at the war with Iran through an old lens. They 

underestimate the degree to which the U.S. rulers will be ready 

to accept economic chaos and the suffering of their own people. 

What would have been unacceptable a few years ago is now 

viewed as the necessary price to pay to keep the world under 

the American boot. With this new paradigm, we cannot assess 

the outcome of a war simply through electoral results, symbolic 

victories and short-term economic disruption. We must look at 

the balance of forces among the parties, their internal coherence 

and their resolve to fight.

U.S.-Israeli war aims

Every commentator under the sun has complained that 

Trump has no clear objective and is constantly changing his 

narrative. His administration is truly incompetent. However, it 

is wrong to think that the U.S. and Israel do not have a clear 

strategic objective in this war. Long before October 7, Israel, 

aided by the U.S., has been clear that it seeks to roll back Ira-

nian power in the region and eliminate it as a counterweight. 

The current war is simply a continuation of this campaign.

Whether in Gaza, Syria, Lebanon or now Iran, the Israelis 

have pursued their objective by assassinating their enemies, 

degrading their military capacities and grinding the entire 

social fabric of Israel’s rivals into the ground. Unlike the 

Iraq and Afghan wars, for which the U.S. devoted significant 

resources toward establishing puppet regimes, there is no such 

From mainstream press to YouTubers, all proclaim 

imminent US defeat. We warn against danger of 

complacency.
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